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PERTINENT INFORMATION
THE FOLLOWING INFORMATION IS EXCERPTED VERBATIM
POLITICAL REFORT
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b. Conservetive Merger Talks: Liberal Party Secretary General SATO Eissku
and MATSUMURA Kenzo, Progressive Party Secretary Gensral, on 13 Apr held their
first formal conference on the Liberal-spomsored merger proposal. The meeting
was a follow-up to Deputy Prime Minister OGATA's 29 Mar announcemsnt of plans
for statlizing the political situation by offecting a conservative merger and
to informal Iiberal-Progressive talks during the past two weeks..eee
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